What is claimed is: 

1 . An image pickup system which has at least one 
image pickup unit having at least one connection terminal 
and connectable to an external apparatus, 

said image pickup unit connected to an arbitrary 
connection terminal of said external apparatus which has at 
least one connection terminal including means for 
exchanging data with said external apparatus, 

said image pickup system comprising two or all 
of the following means:. 

detecting means for detecting one or both of an 
operating state and a connected state of said image 
pickup unit; 

display means for displaying one or both of the . 
operating state and the connected state of said image 
pickup unit; and 

recording means for recording one or both of the 
operating state and the connected state of said image 
pickup unit. 

2. An image pickup system according to claim 1, 
wherein said image pickup unit is arranged to transmit to 
said external apparatus information required for displaying 
one or both of the operating state and the connected 
state of said image pickup unit. 

3. An image pickup system according to claim 1, 
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wherein a display device included in said image pickup 
unit is employed as said means for displaying one or both 
of the operating state and the connected state of said 
image pickup unit. 

4. An image pickup system according to claim 1, 
wherein said image pickup unit is arranged to transmit to 
said external apparatus information required for recording 
one or both of the operating state and the connected 
state of said image pickup unit. 

5. An image pickup system according to claim 1, 
wherein a recording device included in said image pickup 
unit is employed as said means for recording one or both 
of the operating state and the connected state of said 
image pickup unit. 

6. An image pickup system according to claim 1, 
wherein said image pickup unit is arranged to cause means 
for protecting a lens to act as said means for displaying 
one or both of the operating state and the connected 
state of said image pickup unit. 

7. An image pickup system which has an external 
apparatus having at least one connection terminal and at 
least one image pickup unit connectable to said external 
apparatus , 

said external apparatus including means for 
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exchanging data with said image pickup unit connected to an 
arbitrary connection terminal of said external apparatus 
having at least one connection terminal, 

said image pickup system comprising two or all 
of the following means: 

detecting means for detecting one or both of an 
operating state and a connected state of said image 
pickup unit; 

display means for displaying one or both of the 
operating state and the connected state of said image 
pickup unit; and 

recording means for recording one or both of the 
operating state and the connected state of said image 
pickup unit. 

8. An image pickup system according to claim 1, 
wherein said means for displaying one or both of the 
operating state and the connected state of said image 
pickup unit is a display device provided at said external 
apparatus . 

9. An image pickup system according to claim 1, 
wherein a display device included in said image pickup 
unit is employed as said means for displaying one or both 
of the operating state and the connected state of said 
image pickup unit. 

10. An image pickup system according to claim 7, 
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wherein a recording device provided at said external 
apparatus is employed as said means for recording one or 
both of the operating state and the connected state of 
said image pickup unit. 

11. An image pickup system according to claim 1, 
wherein a recording device included in said image pickup 
unit is employed as said means for recording one or both 
of the operating state and the connected state of said 
image pickup unit. 

12. An image pickup system according to claim 1, 
wherein said external apparatus is arranged to cause 
means for protecting a lens of said image pickup unit to 
act as said means for displaying one or both of the 
operating state and the connected state of said image 
pickup unit. 

13. An image pickup unit comprising: 

image pickup means for picking up an optical 
image to form a picked- up image signal; 

interface means for communication with an 
external signal processing device; and 

transmission means for transmitting to said 
external signal processing device through said interface 
means a state signal relating to an operating state of 
said image pickup means or a connected state of said 
interface means . 
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14. An image pickup unit according to claim 13, 
wherein said image pickup unit is arranged to be removably 
attachable to said external signal processing device. 

15. An image pickup unit according to claim 13, 
further comprising display means arranged to change a 
display state thereof in response to said state signal. 

16. An image pickup unit according to claim 13, 
wherein said external signal processing device has 
display means arranged to change a display state thereof 
in response to said state signal. 

17. A picked-up image signal processing device 
comprising: 

interface means for communication with an image 
pickup unit which includes image pickup means for picking 
up an optical image to form a picked-up image signal; and 

receiving means for receiving a state signal 
coming from said image pickup unit through said interface 
means and relating to an operating state or a connected 
state of said image pickup unit. 

18. A picked-up image signal processing device 
according to claim 17, wherein said image pickup unit is 
arranged to be removably attachable to said picked-up 
image signal processing device. 
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19. A picked-up image signal processing device 
according to claim 17 , further comprising display means 
arranged to change a display state thereof in response to 
said state signal received by said receiving means. 

20. A picked-up image signal processing device 
according to claim 17, further comprising recording means 
for recording said state signal received by said receiving 
means . 

21. A control system comprising: 

a unit which is removably attachable to a 
control device and includes transmission means for 
transmitting information of power consumption of said unit 
and stop means for partly stopping a function of said unit- 
according to a control signal sent in reply from said 
control device on the basis of the information of power 
consumption transmitted by said transmission means to 
said control device; 

receiving means for receiving from said unit 
removably attachable to said control device the information 
of power consumption of said unit; 

comparison means for comparing the information of 
power consumption received by said receiving means with 
information of an amount of electric power which can be 
supplied to said unit from said control device; and 

control means for transmitting the control 
signal to said unit so as to partly stop the function of 
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said unit according to an output of said comparison means. 

22. A control device comprising: 
communication means for receiving from a unit 

removably attachable to said control device information of 
power consumption of said unit; 

comparison means for comparing the information of 
power consumption received by said communication means with 
information of an amount of electric power which can be 
supplied from said control device to said unit; and 

control means for transmitting a control signal 
to said unit so as to partly stop a function of said unit 
according to an output of said comparison means. 

23. A unit which is removably attachable to a control 
device/ comprising: 

communication means for transmitting information 
of power consumption of said unit; and 

stop means for partly stopping a function of 
said unit according to a control signal sent in reply 
from said control device on the basis of the information of 
power consumption transmitted by said communication means 
to said control device. 

24. An image pickup system comprising: 

a control device having a plurality of 
connection terminals and a power supply; 

a plurality of device units connectable to said 
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connection terminals; 

determination means for predetermining amounts of 
allocation of electric power to be supplied from said 
control device respectively to said plurality of device 
units connected to said connection terminals; 

detecting means for detecting amounts of electric 
power being consumed respectively by said plurality of 
device units; 

comparison means for comparing the amounts of 
allocation of electric power with the amounts of electric 
power being consumed; and 

change-over means for changing at least one 
operation of said plurality of device units over to a power 
saving mode according to a result of comparison made by 
said comparison means. 

25. An image pickup system according to claim 24, 
wherein said plurality of device units include an image 
pickup unit, and further comprising control means for 
decreasing, according to the result of comparison made by 
said comparison means, at least an amount of information of 
picked-up image data to be processed at said image pickup 
unit. 

26. An image pickup system according to claim 24, 
wherein said plurality of device units include an image 
pickup unit, and further comprising control means for 
decreasing, according to the result of comparison made by 
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said comparison means, at least the number of frames of 
images to be picked up per unit time by said image pickup 
unit. 

27. An image pickup system according to claim 24, 
wherein said plurality of device units include an image 
pickup unit, and further comprising control means for 
decreasing, according to the result of comparison made by 
said comparison means, at least predetermined color data 
included in image data to be picked up by said image pickup 
unit. 

28. An image pickup system according to claim 24, 
wherein said plurality of device units include an image 
pickup unit, and further comprising control means for 
decreasing, according to the result of comparison made by 
said comparison means, at least an amount of information 
in one or both of a horizontal direction and a vertical 
direction of an image plane to be picked up by said image 
pick up unit. 

29. An image pickup system according to claim 24, 
wherein said plurality of device units include an image 
pickup unit, and further comprising control means for 
stopping, according to the result of comparison made by 
said comparison means, at least one or both of a focusing 
function and an image stabilizing function of said image 
pickup unit. 
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30. An image pickup system according to claim 24, 
wherein said plurality of device units include an image 
pickup unit, and further comprising control means for, 
according to the result of comparison made by said 
comparison means, at least stopping a light projecting 
function of said image pickup unit or decreasing an 
amount of light projection of said image pickup unit. 

31. An image pickup device comprising: 

a) image pickup means; 

b) transmission means for externally 
transmitting data of electric power consumption by said 
image pickup device; and 

c) receiving means for, after the data of 
electric power consumption is transmitted, receiving a 
signal for controlling an action of said image pickup 
device according to the data of electric power consumption. 

32. A computer comprising: 

a) receiving means for receiving, from an image 
pickup device, data relating to electric power consumption 
by said image pickup device; and 

b) transmission means for transmitting to said 
image pickup device a signal for controlling an action of 
said image pickup device according to the data of 
electric power consumption received by said receiving 
means . 
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